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Baltimore City Housing Committee Meeting Minutes
Monday, February 10th  at 3pm

Participants
Ahmna Khan, Sarah Hochbaum, Diane Dressler, Leslie Dickinson, Tim Wiens, Patrick Miles, Andy Krauss, Ami Taubenfeld.
Agenda and Minutes
1. Welcome/Introductions
Ahmna Khan welcomed the group and opened the meeting. No objections were raised regarding the minutes from the previous meeting.
2. Abundant Housing Act (Bill 22-0285) – Leslie Dickinson, DRM
Background on the Abundant Housing Act was given, it is aimed at increasing housing options by allowing conversion of single-family and row homes into multifamily units. She summarized concerns about accessibility and the need for incentives to ensure inclusivity for people with disabilities.
Leslie Dickinson from Disability Rights Maryland presented key suggestions to strengthen the bill, including:
· Explicitly including Fair Housing Act (FHA) design guidelines in the bill language.
· Creating accessibility incentives for developers, including units that are wheelchair visitable.
· Recommending first-floor accessibility features even for buildings with fewer than four units (not covered under FHA).
· Exploring waivers or zoning flexibility where topography presents challenges to accessibility.
· Highlighting the importance of accessible pathways and external infrastructure.
· Drawing comparisons to Montgomery and Prince George’s County efforts, especially around universal design.
· Leveraging local groups (e.g. Inclusionary Housing Coalition, the Image Center) and exploring possible funding sources (like fee-in-lieu programs).
Tim Wiens and Diane Dressler also emphasized the importance of:
· Visitability standards and shared definitions.
· Incentivizing affordability for voucher holders.
· Monitoring long-term maintenance of accessible units.
· Considering adaptive reuse of buildings like churches or grocery stores as housing.
· Ensuring developer accountability and proper oversight.
The committee agreed to finalize and revise the letter with these additions and outreach strategies.
3. Inclusionary Housing Coalition Updates – Andy Krauss
Andy provided the following updates:
· New organizer: Eddie Blackstone has joined the coalition via Community Development Network.
· The Inclusionary Housing Board created by Baltimore City Council is meeting for the first time on Thursday, February 13th at 3:00 PM at the Benton Building.
· The meeting will also be available via Baltimore DHCD Facebook Live.
· Andy will be meeting with Eddie one-on-one soon and emphasized the importance of this development in moving the inclusionary housing law forward.
4. Settlement Agreement – Met Requirements
Diane Dressler and Leslie Dickinson discussed the Bailey Consent Decree:
· HABC met the original requirements, but subsequent demolitions (especially through RAD conversions) may have impacted the availability of accessible units.
· Leslie noted the monitoring focus has shifted toward reasonable accommodations and immediate needs in more recent years.
· Leslie will follow up on current data regarding UFAS unit availability in redeveloped buildings.
5. Commission on People with Disabilities Updates – Dianne Blevins
Dianne was unable to attend. Ahmna provided updates based on her communication:
· A class action settlement was reached regarding Baltimore City’s failure to maintain ADA-compliant curb ramps and sidewalks.
· The Commission is monitoring implementation efforts, which include:
· ADA coordinator hiring
· Prioritizing curb ramp upgrades
· Ensuring future construction meets access standards
· Leslie clarified that the group may now be recruiting monitors to ensure compliance, not class members.
6. Committee Member Updates
Tim Wiens and Diane Dressler shared updates from a meeting with DHCD Deputy Secretary Meisner:
· The new Qualified Allocation Plan (QAP) prioritizes housing for people with mental health and addiction challenges, but lacks clear access for people with physical or intellectual disabilities.
· They are advocating for group homes to be included under institutional settings for eligibility purposes.
· Encouragement to partner with developers using LIHTC funds to create accessible and inclusive housing.
Tim also suggested engaging Nick Burton (MIH board member) and the Baltimore City Commission on Disabilities more directly in the committee's work.
7. Upcoming Events/Trainings
· Inclusionary Housing Board meeting: February 13th at 3 PM, Benton Building and via Facebook Live.
· DD Day in Annapolis: Thursday, February 13th
· Next meeting of the Baltimore City Housing Committee is scheduled for Monday, April 14th.
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