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Howard County  Housing Committee Agenda
Thursday  May 8th, 2025  at 3:00pm via ZOOM 
 
Attendees: Ahmna Khan, Timothy Wiens, Pat Sylvester, Peter Engel, Sarah Hochbaum, Mark Dunham, Andy Krauss, Erin Ashinghurst, Chris Kelter, Arthur, Margaret Gold.
1. Welcome
· Ahmna Khan welcomed attendees.
2. Review of Minutes from March
· Ahmna inquired if there were any objections to the previously distributed March meeting minutes.
· Pat Sylvester noted she had just sent out corrections and spelling edits to the group.
3. Housing Authority Updates – Peter Engel, Executive Director, House Howard
· Six units at Marlow have been retrofitted for accessibility with funding from Columbia Downtown Housing Corporation (CDHC).
· These units are available for individuals with vouchers, preferably those needing accessible features.
· Voucher program challenges were discussed, including restrictions around selecting residents based on specific types of disabilities.
· Peter expressed concern about federal limitations preventing prioritization of mobility impairments.
· Noted upcoming meeting with CDHC to determine a rent subsidy source.
· Additional accessible units are planned at the Artisans development above the new Toby's Dinner Theatre.
· Discussed implications of proposed federal “skinny budget,” which may drastically cut CDBG and Section 8 funding.
· Mainstream voucher list expected to open this summer with a dedicated waitlist.
· Patuxent Commons will utilize a project-based waitlist with preferences to help align units with those who need accessible features.
4. Horizon Foundation Workgroup Updates – Sarah Hochbaum, MSW, MIH
· Sarah discussed how the group reviewed historical housing segregation in Columbia and how it affects current housing equity.
· Horizon Foundation is focusing on income discrimination and renter’s rights.
· Pat urged advocacy for disability-inclusive housing discrimination awareness.
· Ahmna confirmed MIH will contribute input on disability-related discrimination to Horizon’s renters rights chart.
5. Communications Updates – Andy Krauss and Tia, MIH
· Communications efforts for Horizon Foundation have not yet launched; plans to reconnect with ARI and Arc of Howard County.
· Andy met with a potential participant referred by Erin; follow-up suggested to clarify advocacy intentions.
· Chris Kelter noted ARI’s statewide advocacy and interest in amplifying disability housing stories.
· Andy and Chris agreed to reconnect offline to align strategies.
6. Committee Member Updates
· Pat provided update on stalled accessibility advocacy efforts. County administration deferred leadership role to County Council; Councilmember Deb Jung has been approached.
· Margaret Gold has applied and presented for appointment to the Howard County Housing and Community Development Board; awaiting confirmation.
· Mark Dunham highlighted accelerated construction timeline for Patuxent Commons. Completion expected by September 2025. Planning for staffing, supportive services, and resident evaluation is underway.
· Need for aggressive marketing to older adults and families for non-disability set-aside units emphasized.
· CDHC and Columbia Housing Center rental assistance programs discussed as transitional options.
· Discussion on whether MIH could provide social inclusion staff for developments like Patuxent Commons.
· Richcroft and Mission First are collaborating on a similar project in Baltimore County.
· Conversation with DHCD’s Danielle Meister ongoing to clarify QAP definitions to better support disability inclusion.
· Erin from ARI emphasized presence of unconnected individuals with disabilities in crisis situations and offered support in connecting them with housing.
· Chris Kelter reaffirmed ARI’s commitment to strengthening housing advocacy for people with disabilities statewide.
7. Next Meeting
· Next meeting confirmed for Thursday, July 10, 2025.
· Ahmna will send a calendar invite and revised minutes with Patricia’s corrections.
Meeting Adjourned.
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