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Howard County  Housing Committee Agenda
Thursday  July 10th, 2025  at 3:00pm via ZOOM 
· Participants: Ahmna Khan
· Tim Wiens
· Diane Dressler
· Marjorie (“Marge”) Gold
· Patricia (“Pat”) Sylvester
· Dorothy Plantz
· Katie Collins-Ihrke
· Sarah Hochbaum
· Andy Krauss
· Matthew 
· Aaron 
· Nikki 
· Erin
 
1.) Welcome 
· Director of Housing welcomed all participants.
2.) Review Minutes From May
· Ahmna Khan stated she had circulated the May minutes and invited objections or comments.
3.) Howard Housing Board Updates- Marjorie Gold
· Marjorie Gold reported that Howard County is purchasing a Route 1/Jessup property to build a one-story, non-congregate shelter with approximately 20 rooms and a budget just over $1.7 million.
· Katie Collins-Ihrke asked whether the new shelter will be developed with accessibility in mind, and Marjorie agreed to confirm details.
· Dorothy Plantz asked about proximity to the resource center and how co-located services and code accessibility would work, and Marjorie agreed to follow up.
· Marjorie shared that the DHCD Annual Action Plan was received and will be voted on at the next board meeting, noting funded projects including The Arc of Howard County.
· Marjorie announced that Patuxent Commons (Cedar Lane/Hickory Ridge) would open for applications on August 1 and said HUD CDBG projects and the County Consolidated Plan are under review.
· Marjorie highlighted growth statistics and housing need, noting low- to moderate-income households and a significant increase in the county’s housing budget as quoted by Housing Director Kelly Cimmino.
· Ahmna Khan confirmed MIH is coordinating with Enterprise Community Partners to present in September.
4.) Marlowe/Accessibility Updates- Pat Sylvester
· Pat Sylvester reported that the Columbia Downtown Housing Corporation (CDHC), with the Howard County Housing Commission, approved a rental subsidy for the six fully accessible Marlowe units.
· Pat explained that tenants with incomes below 50% AMI will pay 30% of income, CDHC will bridge the difference for two years, and the Commission plans a permanent project-based subsidy using the new state rental assistance program thereafter.
· Pat noted one tenant has already moved from a nursing facility into a Marlowe unit and that additional leasing updates are pending; she directed interested parties to apply through the Housing Commission.
· Tim Wiens asked about the status of the new state voucher/rental assistance program and how housing authorities are implementing it, and Pat shared that Chelsea (state lead) is working directly with housing authorities and that CDHC has committed $300,000 over two years to bridge affordability.
5.) Client Success Story- Sarah Hochbaum, MIH
· Sarah Hochbaum described placing Brian in a Moderate Income Housing Unit (MIHU) at The Vine in Maple Lawn, emphasizing his integration into the community, proximity to work at Harris Teeter, and his participation in resident activities.
· Andy Krauss introduced and played MIH’s “Bridge for Belonging” video featuring Brian’s story, credited communications intern Tia Bryant for producing the series, and shared that MIH has reached 50 Marylanders with disabilities placed in independent housing.

6.) Communications Updates- Andy/Tia, MIH
·   Bryan Silvia Video
· Andy Krauss summarized MIH’s fifth-anniversary storytelling campaign, highlighted the new video format and branding, and thanked Sarah and Tia for their roles.
· Andy explained that links would be shared in the chat and confirmed willingness to capture a group photo for social media during the meeting.

7.)  Patuxent Commons Updates: Ahmna on behalf of Mark D.
· Ahmna Khan reported that Patuxent Commons would open its lottery registration on August 1 via patuxentcommons.com and that Mark would send more detailed updates the following week.
· Diane Dressler expressed enthusiasm for the project’s pace and staff recruitment for resident services, and Ahmna confirmed the website would display a clear “register” link and FAQs once open.
· Sarah Hochbaum posted the project flyer in the chat, and Dorothy Plantz noted that the Autism Society is promoting the opening.
8.) Committee Member Updates-
· Pat Sylvester, on behalf of Accessible Resources for Independence (ARI), announced a Howard County DHCD-funded Reasonable Accommodation Repair Grant for renters below 60% AMI, covering 100% of approved accessibility modifications with landlord approval, and identified Betsy Hein as program manager; Pat also noted ARI leadership changes with Joan Ruminat and Betsy Hein serving as co-interim directors.
· Diane Dressler asked clarifying questions about eligibility and scope of the ARI grant (Howard County renters with disabilities; unit modifications only, not transportation), and Pat provided confirmations.
· Nikki (chat) asked whether anyone is active with the Baltimore Metropolitan Council’s Regional Project-Based Voucher RFP, and Pat summarized that the RFP encourages developers to seek PBVs for regional mobility (not disability-specific).
· Katie Collins-Ihrke shared that The Arc’s golf tournament will be held Friday, September 12, and offered to send the flyer; she also announced early access to the Board Inclusion Project toolkit developed with Maryland Nonprofits to improve disability inclusion on boards.
· Tim Wiens reported on DDA waiver amendments, confirming that remote delivery remains allowable for Housing Support Services and noting other changes were minor from MIH’s perspective.
· Sarah Hochbaum shared an upcoming Howard County Landlord–Tenant Conference on Wednesday, July 16 (East Columbia Center, 1–6 PM), sponsored by the Office of Consumer Protection, and offered to report back after attending.
· Sarah Hochbaum, at Tim’s request for a broader snapshot, updated that she supports three women in MIHU units at Dorsey Overlook, one woman entering the DDA Rental Program, one gentleman potentially pursuing Patuxent Commons, and another gentleman recently placed in a Weinberg unit in Howard County.

9.) Next Meeting- September 11th
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