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Howard County  Housing Committee Agenda
Thursday  March 12th, 2026 at 3pm
Attendees: Ahmna Khan – Director of Housing, Tim Wiens – Director of MIH, Dorothy Plantz – Parent, community advocate, volunteer with ARC of Howard County, Dana Sohr – Bridges to Housing Stability, Danielle Winston – Hoco Home Share Program Manager, Bridges to Housing Stability, Andy Krauss – Director of Communications, MIH, Marge Gold – Volunteer, Howard County Housing Board, Sarah Hochbaum – Community Living Coordinator, Maryland Inclusive Housing, Myranda Stephens – Realtor with Compass, Howard County resident, Steven Isaacson – Community Life Manager, Patuxent Commons (new member)
1.) Welcome/Minutes Review- Ahmna
· Slight adjustment to the minutes had to be made to the attendance, aside from that, the minutes were appproved.
2.) Housing County Housing Commission Updates- Peter Engel, Executive Director, Howard County Housing Commission
· Peter Engel was unable to attend this meeting.
3.) Bridges Home Sharing Program- Dana Sohr-Program Development, Bridges
Screening & Safety
· Background and reference checks completed for both parties 
· Three references interviewed per applicant 
· Personally identifying details redacted from shared results 
· Certain criteria result in immediate disqualification 
Home Inspections
· Free one-hour safety inspections for homeowner participants 
· Focus on smoke detectors, carbon monoxide detectors, railings, trip hazards, and functioning appliances/mechanical systems 
· Inspectors only enter areas relevant to tenant access or safety 
Profile & Matching Process
· Homeowners complete detailed profiles including lifestyle preferences, home details, and desired roommate characteristics 
· Home seekers identify preferred locations, timing, and rental budget 
· Profiles can be completed online, by phone, or in person 
Matching & Communication
· Initial matches shared by email using first names and profiles only 
· Both parties must agree before moving forward 
· Introductory meetings facilitated virtually or at the Bridges office 
· Virtual and in-person home visits available 
Agreements & Lease Terms
· Written agreements outline expectations such as guests, parking, smoking, cooking, and household routines 
· Standard Howard County lease used 
· Minimum lease term is six months 
· Mediation support available through Howard County Mediation and Conflict Resolution Center before legal action 
Services & Companionship Options
· Optional service exchanges allowed if mutually agreed upon 
· Examples include snow removal, shopping, cooking, or yard work 
· Services cannot involve medical or life-support needs 
· Arrangements may reduce rent costs 
Program Status & Outreach
· Program currently accepting applications 
· Majority of home seekers are single adults, though some families are participating 
· Community outreach and presentations ongoing 
· Committee encouraged to share information and connect interested individuals 
Key Committee Requests
· Help spread awareness of the Home Sharing Program 
· Share outreach opportunities and presentation locations 
· Connect interested homeowners and home seekers with the program

4.) Patuxent Commons Staff Introduction- Steven Isaacson, Community Life Manager.
1) Steven Isaacson Introduction
· Community Life Manager since December 2025 
· Licensed social worker specializing in autism and neurodivergent populations 
· Focused on building inclusion, connection, and long-term resident stability 
· Approximately 100 residents across 76 units 
· Includes seniors, families, and residents with cognitive and physical disabilities 
· Mix of market-rate, tax credit, and disability-designated units 
Community Engagement Initiatives
· Hosted library partnership event with resident activities and resource sharing 
· Upcoming partnership event with Howard County Public Schools focused on IEP resources 
· Resource fair scheduled for April 25, 2026 to connect residents with community supports 
Partnerships & Support
· Collaborating with community organizations and MIH Housing Support Services 
· Building relationships with local businesses and service providers 
· Focus on helping residents remain successfully housed long term 
Property Management Collaboration
· Strong coordination between community life staff and property management 
· Emphasis on maintaining a supportive, connected residential environment 
Community Acknowledgment
· Committee acknowledged the March 1st tragedy impacting the community 
· Expressions of support shared for residents and partner organizations

5.) Introduction- Myranda Stephens, Realtor, Compass.
Background
· Realtor with Compass and Howard County resident 
· Former broadcast journalist and apartment community manager 
· Longstanding familiarity with housing stability resources and programs 
Housing Advocacy Perspective
· Passionate about connecting people to housing resources and opportunities 
· Shared personal experience navigating homeownership and housing repair assistance 
· Interested in supporting committee efforts around housing affordability and accessibility 
Committee Context Shared
· MIH operates housing committees across Maryland 
· Focus is on affordable, inclusive housing opportunities for people with disabilities 
· Patuxent Commons highlighted as an example of inclusive housing development

6.) Committee member updates:
LIHTC Advocacy – Tim Wiens
· MIH advocating for expanded disability set-asides within Maryland’s LIHTC program 
· Proposal would increase set-asides from 15% for chronic homelessness to 25% total, including disability-focused units 
· Ongoing meetings and advocacy efforts continue with DHCD leadership 
Independent Living & HCBS Update – Nikki Savoy
· Advocacy efforts successfully delayed cuts to peer support services for nursing facility residents 
· Howard County accessibility funding available for renters needing apartment modifications 
· Contact information to be shared for referrals and assistance 
Housing Board & Redevelopment Updates – Marge Gold
· Redevelopment discussions ongoing for Annapolis Junction and Falls River Terrace Apartments 
· Housing Opportunities Trust Fund funding support continues 
· Additional advocacy efforts underway in Annapolis regarding housing funding

7.) Next Meeting- Thursday, May 14, 2026
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