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Montgomery County  Housing Committee Agenda
Wednesday March 18th, 2026  at 3:00pm via ZOOM

1.) Welcome/Minutes Review
· The meeting opened with a welcome and review of prior minutes. 
· Attendees introduced themselves and acknowledged the agenda for the session. 
Attendees:
· Rebecca Grayson 
· Andrew Friedson 
· Claire Louis 
· Cyrus Preisendorfer 
· Felicia Denman 
· John Bogasky 
· Lauren Silverstone 
· Rashida Kondey 
· Stephanie Jones 
· Tierra M. 
· Tigest Alemu 
· Warren Hanson 
· Larry Bram (EasterSeals) 
· Rick Callahan 
· Susan Sorrentino 
· Rosemary DiPietro

2.) Guest Speaker Introduction- Councilmember Andrew Friedson, District 1.
· Andrew Friedson thanked the committee for their engagement and emphasized his role on the Planning, Housing, and Parks Committee and the Health and Human Services Committee. 
· He highlighted ongoing partnerships to expand accessible and affordable housing opportunities across Montgomery County. 
· He shared his leadership in advancing Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), including efforts to waive certain fees for individuals with disabilities, while noting construction costs remain a barrier. 
· He discussed collaboration with organizations to increase accessible housing supply and expand project-based voucher opportunities. 
· He referenced initiatives such as the Housing Now Initiative and partnerships with Habitat for Humanity to ensure inclusion of people with disabilities. 
· He highlighted the county’s Nonprofit Preservation Fund as a significant investment in preserving affordable housing. 
· He noted property tax abatements for Habitat for Humanity during construction periods as a strategy to support development. 
· He emphasized the urgency of the affordable housing crisis, citing rising construction costs and an 11.2% increase in home prices over recent years. 
· He stressed that insufficient housing development disproportionately impacts vulnerable populations, including individuals with disabilities. 
· He expressed optimism that Montgomery County can reestablish itself as a leader in innovative housing solutions. 
· He noted his term will conclude in December and reaffirmed his commitment to inclusive housing efforts. 
Discussion:
· Tim Wiens thanked Councilmember Friedson for his leadership and raised the need for funding a Community Living Coordinator (CLC) to partner with developers and ensure inclusion of individuals with IDD in housing developments. 
· Councilmember Friedson responded by emphasizing the importance of strategic allocation of subsidies and encouraged creative approaches to funding, universal design, and targeted housing supports. 
· Tigest Alemu expressed appreciation for his continued advocacy for individuals with disabilities. 
· Councilmember Friedson referenced successful models such as Main Street initiatives and stated he would engage with the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development, including Secretary Day, regarding disability set-asides. 
· He noted this as an opportunity for state leadership to respond proactively to community needs.

3.) Guest Speaker Introduction: Davida Rowley, Vice President, Resident Services-Housing Opportunities Commission.

· Davida Rowley introduced herself and provided an overview of the Housing Opportunities Commission’s Resident Services Division. 
· She shared that HOC owns 57 properties and administers programs including Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) properties, with waitlists that can extend up to seven years. 
· She noted that HOC will be transitioning from the Housing Path platform and that further communication will be shared with stakeholders. 
Resident Services Overview:
· The division delivers a wide range of programs through partnerships with community-based organizations. 
· Services focus on helping residents maintain housing stability, access resources, and engage in their communities. 
Core Services:
· Service coordination to support housing stabilization. 
· Connections to community resources. 
· Community engagement activities and events. 
· Disability supports. 
Resident Programs:
· HOC Academy (Youth Enrichment Services – YES). 
· HOC Academy (Adult Education and Workforce Development – AEWD). 
· Fatherhood Initiative Program. 
Supportive Housing:
· Permanent supportive housing services are provided to residents with higher needs.
4.) QAP Advocacy- Tim/Andy
· The team discussed ongoing advocacy efforts related to the Qualified Allocation Plan (QAP). 
· There was continued concern that recommendations, particularly those related to disability set-asides, were not incorporated into the latest draft. 
· The group emphasized the importance of ensuring people with disabilities are meaningfully included in LIHTC-funded developments.

5.)  Committee Member Updates- 
· Members shared updates on ongoing housing initiatives, partnerships, and local engagement efforts.
         7.) Next Meeting-
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