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Howard County  Housing Committee MINUTES
Thursday  May 14th, 2026 at 3pm
Attendees: Ahmna Khan, Steven Isaacson, Matthew Plantz, Kristina Gray-Akpa, Dorothy Plantz, Andy Krauss, Peter Engel, Katie (ARC)
1.) Welcome/Minutes Review- Ahmna
· March meeting minutes were reviewed and approved without amendments

2.) Housing County Housing Commission Updates- Peter Engel, Executive Director, Howard County Housing Commission-
· Artists Flats Project: Under construction; financing closing expected in approximately six weeks; completion targeted for January 29th
· Library Relocation: County supporting move of library to lakefront, which would free up housing site for development; site control agreement with Howard Hughes being negotiated
· Parking Replacements: Working to address parking displacement issues related to new developments
· Route 1 Property (Laurel): Affordable homeownership project planned with two-over-two townhouse units; targeting entry-level pricing below market rate
· Hearst Site (Route 1): Old antiques shop site; potential for affordable homeownership and rental housing with supportive units for people with disabilities
· Waterloo Road Property: Affordable homeownership project in north county, townhouse format
· Disability-Inclusive Housing: Open to exploring homeownership programs for people with disabilities; referenced HomeAbility program as potential model
· Marlow Property: Accessible units mostly leased; one resident still pending move-in
3.) Horizon Foundation Updates- Kristina Gray-Akpa, Senior Program Officer, Horizon Foundation

· Renter Support Focus: Working with seniors, people of color, and people with disabilities
· Door Canvassing: Organization knocked on thousands of doors throughout Howard County to hear from renters about experiences, needs, and barriers
· Key Finding: Affordability is a major issue; renters struggle to stay in Howard County despite loving the community
· Renter Town Halls: Series planned to engage and mobilize renters for advocacy
· First town hall: Wednesday, May 27th, 6-8pm at Horizon Foundation office in Downtown Columbia
· Second town hall: Planned for June 29th
· Third town hall: Later in summer or early fall
· Town Hall Agenda: Presentations from Everyday Canvassing and Columbia Housing Center; discussion of Horizon's new report with policy recommendations; guided conversations on desired changes
· Policy Recommendations: Include creating office of Tenant-Landlord Affairs, improving renter resource navigation, creating more affordable housing opportunities
· Faith-Based Housing Initiative: Horizon awarded grant to Enterprise's Faith-Based Development Initiative
· Enterprise Program Details: Working with approximately four houses of worship; providing technical assistance to help faith leaders develop affordable housing projects
· Barriers: Zoning complexities and regulations make development challenging in Howard County; some faith leaders discouraged; relationship-building with partners ongoing
· Model Success: Similar cohorts in D.C. and Montgomery County have resulted in viable housing development proposals
· Next Steps: Enterprise seeking champions willing to take risks and work with congregations toward viable development proposals

4.) Patuxent Commons Updates- Steven Isaacson, Community Life Manager.
· Resident Engagement: Active since December with focus on housing retention, community programming, and employment support
· Resource Fair: Held April 25th to connect residents with community services and resources
· Employment Series: Three-part program addressing seasonal employment challenges
· Part 1: Resume and interview workshop with HCC Career Services and Doors
· Part 2: Employer panel featuring Melwood, Howard County School System, and apprenticeship opportunities
· Part 3: Financial planning workshop with PNC on savings strategies
· Employer Engagement: Five employers participated in career fair; focus on win-win partnerships highlighting reliability and loyalty of residents
· Pop-Up Market: June 27th (Saturday, 9am-12pm) featuring Roving Radish, local restaurants, and community activities
· MIH Invitation: Extended invitation for MIH to have a table at pop-up market to raise awareness of their work
· Accessibility: Autistic face painter participating; inclusive and welcoming environment

5.) Committee member updates:
· ARC (Katie): Developing transitioning youth house for young adults (up to age 30) offering two-year supportive living program with educational classes at HCC; includes housing support services to help residents explore various living arrangements before independent living
· MIH (Andy Krauss):
· Sarah recognized for Community Builder Award from ARC of Maryland (awards ceremony May 28th at Turf Valley)
· Video storytelling project planned for Patuxent Commons in June featuring resident Jonathan and staff
· Recently posted online story about Henry (Harford County) who found housing near his sister; story featured on Channel 13 for Mother's Day
· Community Living Coordinator Valerie Crosby featured in media coverage
· ARI: New Executive Director Susan Larson beginning May 18th

6.) Next Meeting- Thursday, July 9th 2026
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