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Montgomery County  Housing Committee Minutes
Wednesday May 15th, 2026  at 3:00pm via ZOOM

Attendees: Tim Wiens, Sharonda Huffman, David Ervin, Rick Callahan-Compass Inc, Ahmna Khan, Koshala Cole, Stephanie Jones, Lauren Silverstone, Tracy Wright People On the Go Maryland, Tierra M - Maryland Inclusive Housing, Andy Krauss, James Hedrick (Rockville Housing Enterprises), Rebecca Grayson
1.) Welcome/Minutes Review
· Minutes were approved for posting.
2.) Guest Speaker Introduction- Sharonda Huffman,  ADA/504 Manager, Housing  Opportunities Commission- ADA and Housing
· Sharonda Huffman introduced her role managing ADA 504 accommodations for housing vouchers at Housing Opportunities Commission
· Explained various types of reasonable accommodations available including payment standard waivers, additional room requests, and living aids
· Discussed how individuals with disabilities can request accommodations for specific neighborhoods to be closer to physicians and day programs
· Explained HUD payment standards process and HOC's ability to request waivers up to 10% above HUD standards
· Clarified timing challenges when reasonable accommodation requests fall between October 1st and January 1st
· Described additional room accommodations for equipment storage, sensory rooms, and other specialized needs
· Noted protections under the Violence Against Women Act for individuals experiencing domestic violence
· Provided contact information for reasonable accommodation requests and clarifications
· Answered question from Lauren Silverstone regarding housing choice voucher use with family-owned condos; clarified that requests must be submitted through proper channels and that living arrangements with the property owner create complications
· Emphasized case-by-case evaluation of reasonable accommodation requests

3.) Guest Speaker Introduction: Traci Wright, Deputy Director, People On The Go- Organization Updates/Housing
· Tracy Wright described People on the Go Maryland as a statewide self-advocacy/systems advocacy group for people with intellectual and developmental disabilities
· Organization has approximately 500 members across Maryland
· Transitioning to become an independent nonprofit organization by July 1, 2026
· Offers quarterly meetings, virtual meetings, and hybrid in-person meetings
· Transportation group working on public transportation navigation to Ocean City in fall
· Parents group meets monthly
· Actively involved in legislative advocacy and policy education during Maryland legislative sessions
· Members participate in testifying and submitting written testimony on proposed legislation
· Organization has existed since 1989, initially formed as advisory group to ARC Maryland
· Currently funded by Developmental Disabilities Council, Developmental Disabilities Administration, and Liberty Healthcare Corporation
· Excited about new collaboration opportunities as independent nonprofit
· Emphasized organization's commitment to housing where members can live connected to friends, family, and neighbors in settings of their choice

4.) Guest Speaker Introduction: Koshala Cole, District Manager, Safeinhome- Remote Supports
· Koshala Cole presented on Safe and Home's remote support services combining technology and live virtual staff
· Safe and Home operates in 18 states with 3,000 individuals on service
· Maryland's first remote supports provider, operating for approximately two years
· Services designed with person-centered approach to enhance independence while keeping people safe
· Remote support staff available 24/7 in HIPAA-compliant support center in Tempe, Arizona
· Staff trained in acceptance and commitment therapy, trauma-informed care, and state-specific regulations
· Services include scheduled support calls, on-demand support, medication reminders with observation capability, and gap coverage
· Technology options include bed sensors, motion sensors, smart buttons, tablets, and wearable devices
· Discussed example of client (Maria) using bed monitor, motion sensors, wrist monitor, smart button, and tablet to maintain independence while managing fall risk and seizures
· Appropriate candidates include those needing daily support calls, behavioral support alternatives, social interaction, aging caregiver support, and those without 24-hour hands-on care needs
· Benefits include 24-hour access, cost-effectiveness (approximately $26/day for on-demand service with two scheduled calls; $13/hour for sensor monitoring), least restrictive model, and reduced emergency calls
· Can begin service while individuals still living at home with family rather than waiting until independent living
· Regulatory limitations on medication administration: cannot fill medication dispensers, cannot identify specific medications, but can observe medication administration and count pills taken
· Equipment maintenance, training, and installation included in service
· Contact information provided for Sean (central/western region), Shane (southern/eastern region), and Koshala Cole (Maryland, Virginia, Delaware district manager)
· Committed to investigating data on relationship between remote supports and affordable housing availability
5.)  County Executive Forum Debrief-  Ahmna Khan/Traci Wright
· Montgomery Housing Alliance forum held on Monday with approximately 96 registered attendees
· Forum sponsored by CDN with assistance from Maryland Inclusive Housing
· Questions addressed affordable housing production, preservation, homeownership, zoning, and land use
· MIH asked question regarding how future administration would ensure intentional inclusion of people with disabilities in new housing production and support set-asides in partnership with nonprofits
· Seven candidates in attendance
· Forum was recorded by CDN; Ahmna Khan to share footage with committee when available
· Tracy Wright attended forum and found it valuable opportunity to meet prospective candidates and hear their housing priorities

      6.) Committee Member Updates-
Lauren Silverstone (Maryland Inclusive Housing)
· DDA rent subsidy program has had several approvals
· Two individuals pending approval for Beacon Place Apartments in Gaithersburg
· Beacon Place willing to work with rent subsidy program
· Inspections underway; expecting both individuals to move into first homes once completed
· Preparing medical documentation to support housing choice voucher request for individual seeking to use voucher with family-owned condominium
· 
Stephanie Jones 
· Annual Technology First event scheduled for August 27 at The Meeting House in Columbia
· Event runs 10am-4pm with open house 3pm-4pm for drop-in attendees
· Invited all committee members to attend
· James Hedrick (Rockville Housing Enterprises):
·  
· Parkside apartment complex transitioned to new management
· Tax credit property with 60% AMI and 30% AMI units plus market rate available
· Several dozen units recently turned over and currently vacant
· Predominantly two-bedroom units available
· Approximately 8-10 units at 30% AMI and additional market rate units available
· Requested interested parties contact James Hedrick, Parks at Landing, or Carcia Pharaoh Butler
· Noted waitlist currently closed but port-ins welcome
· Offered follow-up assistance for clients interested in units

Rebecca Grayson (Housing Opportunities Commission):

· HOC recently began housing individuals through statewide voucher program
· Five-year program with goal of transitioning individuals to housing choice vouchers
· Clarified that statewide vouchers work the same as housing choice vouchers but paperwork differs
· Vouchers coming from HOC waitlist

7.) Next Meeting - July 15th
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