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Howard County  Housing Committee MINUTES
Thursday  July 9th, 2026 at 3pm
Attendees: Ahmna Khan, Tim Wiens, Sarah Hochbaum, Alexandra Hoffman, Marge Gold, Andy Krauss, Steven Isaacson
1.) Welcome/Minutes Approval- Ahmna Khan
· Ahmna Khan welcomed committee members and guests and opened the meeting with introductions.

2.) Enterprise Pipeline Presentation-  Alexandra Hoffman, Sr. Manager, Real Estate Development, Enterprise Community Partners
· Alexandra Hoffman provided an overview of Enterprise Community Partners’ affordable housing development work in Howard County and Baltimore City, including its ongoing redevelopment pipeline.
· Enterprise currently has 15 communities and more than 1,000 apartment homes in Howard County and expects to add more than 100 net new apartments through current redevelopment efforts.
· Alexandra highlighted the redevelopment of Vision at Parkway and Legacy at Cedar Lane, both of which have recently completed construction and are currently accepting applications.
· The redevelopment strategy increases housing density while allowing existing residents opportunities to permanently relocate into newly completed communities rather than being displaced during construction.
· Enterprise is incorporating a mix of affordable and market-rate units to promote mixed-income communities and support high-quality residential amenities.
· Current and planned developments include accessible units that meet UFAS requirements, hearing and visual impairment accommodations, universal design standards, and designated units for persons with disabilities.
· Fall River Terrace is expected to include 10 apartments designated for persons with disabilities in addition to required accessible units and universal design features.
· Alexandra explained that disability-designated units are not automatically connected to housing vouchers, although Enterprise is working to align some of these units with existing housing assistance contracts when possible.
· Applicants who qualify for disability-designated units apply through Enterprise’s regular application process and are generally considered on a first-come, first-served basis as units become available.
· The disability definition used for these units is broad and requires appropriate documentation, and the units are available to individuals with physical and non-physical disabilities.
· Accessible and disability-designated units are distributed across different bedroom sizes rather than being limited to one-bedroom apartments.
· For multi-bedroom disability-designated units, only one household member is required to meet the disability qualification.
· Enterprise also discussed its resident services model, which includes workforce development, benefits assistance, digital literacy, food security initiatives, health programming, civic engagement, and after-school programming.
· Steven Isaacson expressed interest in connecting Patuxent Commons’ resident services work with Enterprise and sharing lessons learned from the inclusive housing model.
· Alexandra agreed that connecting Steven with Enterprise’s resident services coordinator could provide opportunities to exchange resources, programming ideas, and community connections.

3.) Renter's Town Hall Discussion- Ahmna Khan
· Ahmna shared an initial proposal developed through conversations with the Horizon Foundation to organize a renter’s town hall specifically focused on residents with disabilities.
· The committee discussed using the town hall as an opportunity for people with disabilities to share their experiences finding and maintaining affordable and accessible housing.
· Members emphasized that the event should have clearly defined goals so residents understand why they are being invited to participate and what outcomes may result from sharing their experiences.
· Steven noted that Patuxent Commons received more than 2,300 applications for only 76 units, demonstrating the substantial unmet demand for inclusive and affordable housing in Howard County.
· The committee discussed inviting current renters, individuals on affordable housing waitlists, landlords, developers, housing officials, policymakers, and disability organizations so the discussion can lead to meaningful action rather than solely documenting renter concerns.
· Ahmna noted that the Horizon Foundation is focused on housing justice, renter protections, affordable housing, and strengthening connections with developers, making the town hall a potential opportunity to bridge the disability community with housing decision-makers.
· Members discussed the importance of structuring the event so developers and landlords hear concerns and recommendations that they have the ability to address.
· The committee suggested including information about assistive technology and smart-home features that developers can incorporate into housing during the design and construction process rather than adding accommodations after construction.
· Potential technologies discussed included environmental controls, smart blinds, remote supports, and tools that allow residents with limited mobility to control lights, televisions, and other household features independently.
· Members also discussed the difficulty renters may experience locating information about housing modifications, grants, accessibility programs, and other available resources because information is often spread across multiple organizations.
· The group discussed the potential value of creating or highlighting a centralized renter resource guide, dashboard, or checklist specifically for renters with disabilities.
· Tim noted that MIH's Information Clearinghouse and Assistive Technology Navigator already contain resources that may support this effort and could be highlighted during the town hall.
· Ahmna will bring the committee's recommendations to the Horizon Foundation and continue discussions regarding the event's scope, potential speakers, location, and possible dates.
· Additional information about the proposed town hall will be brought back to the committee as planning progresses.

4.) Committee Member Updates-
· MIH shared its recently completed video highlighting the partnership between Maryland Inclusive Housing and Patuxent Commons and the development's inclusive housing model.
· The video highlighted Patuxent Commons as a mixed-income, cross-disability community that combines affordable housing, disability-focused units, accessibility features, community spaces, and intentional neighboring.
· The video also highlighted the impact of independent housing on residents who previously lived with family members or in more restrictive provider-controlled settings.
· Andy Krauss encouraged committee members and partners to share the video, which is available through MIH's communications platforms.
· Steven provided an update on activities and community-building efforts at Patuxent Commons, including a recent pop-up market with Roving Radish and community partners.
· Patuxent Commons is continuing to offer inclusive recreational and wellness activities, including accessible yoga, watercolor activities, and other resident events.
· The Baltimore Orioles donated 40 tickets for Patuxent Commons residents to attend an upcoming game.
· Patuxent Commons is planning a one-year anniversary celebration for October 17 to recognize the community's first year and highlight its vision of inclusion and partnership.
· Steven emphasized that collaboration among MIH, Patuxent Commons, residents, community organizations, and other partners continues to be an important part of the development's success.

5.) Next Meeting- Thursday September 10th at 3pm
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