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Montgomery County  Housing Committee Agenda
Wednesday July 13th, 2026  at 3:00pm via ZOOM
Attendees: Ahmna Khan, Lauren Silverstone, Tierra Medley, Andy Krauss, Larry Bram, John Bogasky, Susan Sorrentino, Rashida, Rosemary DiPietro, Bethany Burke, Whitney, Steven Keener, Felicia Denman, Betsy Luecking, Robert Love, Warren Hansen, Rick Callahan

1.) Welcome/Minutes Review/Introductions
· Ahmna Khan welcomed attendees and opened the meeting. 
· The group reviewed the previous meeting minutes and noted one correction, changing “living caregiver” to “live-in caregiver.” 
· Ahmna shared that the revised minutes would be updated and sent back to the group for approval. 
· Committee members and guests introduced themselves and shared their roles and organizations.

2.) HSS Concerns /Debrief:  Lauren Silverstone, Director, Housing Support Services, Maryland Inclusive Housing.
· Lauren Silverstone provided an overview of ongoing concerns related to the DDA rent subsidy program. 
· She explained that providers continue to face challenges with short response timelines, difficulty obtaining required documentation, and limited flexibility when additional time is needed. 
· She noted that providers are often not included in key communications with landlords, inspectors, or housing authority staff, which creates delays and confusion. 
· Lauren shared that inspection issues, lack of communication, rising rents, denials based on credit history, and payment delays have all created barriers to successful housing placements. 
· She also highlighted broader concerns about source of income discrimination and the lack of strong enforcement or accountability. 
· The committee discussed the importance of increasing provider involvement in the process to help reduce delays and improve coordination. 
· Members agreed there was value in forming a small ad hoc group or subcommittee to further address these issues and develop advocacy recommendations. 
· Several members expressed interest in participating, and Ahmna agreed to follow up with interested parties by email. 
· Rick Callahan suggested that the subcommittee may eventually want to engage legislators and explore possible policy or legislative changes. 
· Committee members also recommended involving legal and advocacy partners, including the Equal Rights Center and the Washington Lawyers’ Committee, as potential resources.

3.) Guest Speaker/Attendees Introduction: Betsy Luecking, Staff Liaison: Commission on Veterans Affairs & Commission on People with Disabilities. 
· Betsy Luecking introduced herself and thanked the committee for allowing space for discussion. 
· She shared concerns regarding a proposed housing development model intended for people with IDD and asked the group for feedback. 
· Betsy explained that she was looking for guidance the county could provide to developers who want to create housing for people with disabilities. 
· She emphasized the need for practical recommendations that encourage integration while still helping developers move forward with good intentions.

4.) County Executive Transition Plan Discussion:
· The committee discussed broader policy questions related to housing models for people with IDD, including whether clustered or enclave-style developments support meaningful community integration. 
· Members shared differing perspectives on scattered-site housing, density, resident choice, and the importance of balancing independence, safety, and inclusion. 
· Some members noted concern that concentrated housing models may lead to isolation, while others emphasized that many individuals and families may actively choose these settings because they feel safe and supportive. 
· Tim Wiens shared that MIH’s concern centers on density and the potential for isolation, even if a proposed model may technically comply with current policy. 
· John Bogasky and others emphasized that resident choice and quality of life should remain central in any policy discussion. 
· Betsy requested ideas for a one-page guidance document that could help county staff and developers think through best practices and policy considerations. 
· Robert Love shared that DHCA’s involvement primarily relates to affordability, MPDU requirements, and project feasibility, while noting that the development would still undergo planning and permitting review. 
· The discussion concluded with agreement that more guidance would be helpful and that further conversations would continue regarding a possible one-pager.

      5.) Committee Member Updates-
· Lauren Silverstone announced that the next Housing Support Services certification training was tentatively planned to begin on Thursday, September 3, and would be offered virtually. 
· She encouraged members to share the training opportunity with staff who may be interested in becoming certified to provide housing supports. 
· Tierra Medley shared a success story about helping an individual secure housing through the DDA rent subsidy program after significant advocacy and support. 
· The committee briefly paused for a group photo before moving into final updates.

6.) Next Meeting
· Ahmna Khan shared that the next meeting would likely be held on either September 9 or September 16. 
· John Bogasky noted that September 16 could work, but did not identify it as an obstacle. 
· Ahmna stated that she would tentatively propose September 9, pending confirmation from HOC leadership. 
· Ahmna also reminded attendees that she would send a follow-up email regarding the new HSS subcommittee. 
· The meeting adjourned with thanks to Betsy Luecking and Robert Love for their participation.
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