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Baltimore County Housing Committee  MINUTES
Monday May 15th, 2026 at 3:00pm via ZOOM
Attendees: Sharonda Huffman, Ahmna Khan, Sarah Hochbaum, Kevin Drumheller, Niesha McCoy, Alphecca Muttardy, Kenyatta Green, Andy Krauss
1.) Welcome/Introduction- Sharonda Huffman, Chair
· Sharonda Huffman welcomed all attendees and thanked them for coming
2.)  Guest Speaker- Capitol Hill Briefing/National Infrastructure Bank: Alphecca Muttardy, Former Senior Economist, Washington D.C.
· National Infrastructure Bank Proposal Overview:
· Bill in U.S. Congress to create a $5 trillion public bank for infrastructure lending across the country
· Does not require federal budget funding; capitalized through private sector investment in preferred stock
· Bank would lend to state and local governments and public entities at lowest possible interest rates
· Covers 21 infrastructure categories including transportation, water systems, power grid, broadband, schools, and high-speed rail
· $500 billion dedicated specifically for affordable housing targeting lowest-income renters (those paying no more than 30% of income on rent)
· Housing would incorporate sustainability and support reuse of vacant buildings with onsite social services
Benefits for Maryland:
· Maryland could qualify for up to $78 billion over 10 years for infrastructure projects
· Would create 400,000 new family-sustaining wage jobs in the state
· Would address bridge infrastructure (Key Bridge, Chesapeake Bay bridges)
· Would fund water infrastructure improvements ($10 billion needed for drinking water and wastewater)
· Would address lead water lines and water shortage issues
· Would support Northeast Corridor high-speed rail development to solve traffic congestion
Current Status:

· Bill has 60 co-sponsors in the House, led by Danny Davis from Chicago
· No Maryland co-sponsors yet
· Hill briefing scheduled for the following day with invitations to 1500 members of Congress and staff
· Need bipartisan support; Republicans hesitant without Democratic leadership
Call to Action:
 
· Urged committee members to call Maryland Congressional delegation members to support the bill
· Encouraged raising the issue at campaign debates and candidate forums
· Suggested asking candidates about their plans for affordable housing and water sustainability
· Housing Crisis Solutions:
·  Bank would build affordable housing units priced for renters to afford
· Example: Los Angeles converted closed General Hospital into rental housing with integrated social services for people with disabilities, mental illness, and substance abuse issues
· Could refurbish tall office buildings in downtown areas or existing housing falling into disrepair
3.)  Housing Bill Updates-  Sharonda Huffman, Chair
· Governor Moore had proposed robust housing legislation but faced challenges in the General Assembly
· Session was contentious with limited housing bills passing
· Legislation Passed: 
· HB 343: Housing development project and housing counseling services funding
· HB 1252: Montgomery County housing study
· HB 640: Mandated reports for boards and commissions; oversight structures tied to state agencies including Housing and Community Development
· SB 180: Clarified fair housing testing procedures in Maryland (two-party state); allows intersectional oral communications for fair housing testing to document discrimination
Legislation That Did Not Pass:
· Zoning regulation bills aimed at increasing density for starter homes and senior housing (significant pushback from counties)
· SB 36 and HB 239: Middle housing bills requiring broader middle housing options in many jurisdictions (opposed by Maryland Association of Counties)
· Good cause eviction bill: Would have prevented evictions based solely on complaints or discrimination filings
· HB 774 and SB 462: Maryland Housing Certainty Act focusing on permitting and development rights to accelerate housing production
· SB 389 and HB 894: Transit and Housing Opportunity Act proposing transit-oriented development reforms and limitations on local zoning restrictions near transit hubs
4.) Baltimore Inclusive Housing Forum Event-  Lisa Belcastro/Kevin Drumheller/Niesha McCoy (Government Relations Subcommittee)
· Maryland Inclusive Housing hosting open house/meet-and-greet at Richcroft
· Date: Wednesday, May 27th, 2026, 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM (event starts at 9:30 AM)
· Capacity: 75 people
· Most candidates confirmed; one candidate (Julian) still pending
· Kenyatta Green confirmed to speak; Kevin Drumheller coordinating candidate attendance and housing discussion panel
· Event designed as psychoeducation and healthy discussion rather than political debate
· Transportation provided for attendees
· About 27 registered with additional verbal commitments
· Photo documentation planned
· Promotion ongoing through Sharonda Huffman's network, disability community contacts, and Andy Krauss coordinating media outreach
· Local hyper-local press to be invited
· Target audience includes people with disabilities, provider partners, local leaders, candidates, Commission on People with Disabilities, and community partners
5.) Committee Members Updates-
Project-Based Vouchers (PBV) - Kenyatta Green:
 
· Opened new waiting list for PBV units at Old Court (formerly Prescott Square) for individuals with disabilities
· Application period: Open until Friday at 4:30 PM
· Units expected to come online in June; eligibility processing to begin immediately after deadline closes
· Bedroom sizes: Two and three bedrooms (no one-bedroom units)
· Rationale: Consideration for equipment and accessibility needs for individuals with disabilities
· Income limits based on household size included in public notice
· Living aide income not included in income calculations
· Policy improvement: Individuals requesting reasonable accommodations for equipment/living aides receive additional bedroom but pay rent based on smaller bedroom size
Landlord Engagement Initiative - Kenyatta Green:
· New Landlord Engagement Committee established; first briefing scheduled for June 5th at Drum Castle
· No landlord briefings conducted by Office of Housing in the last four years
· Strategy: Educating landlords about voucher program and targeted populations
· Briefings will be held at multiple locations including Baltimore County libraries and on the road to real estate companies
· Focus on educating landlords that 50% of wait list is elderly or disabled families with sustaining income
· Will conduct briefings in Dundalk and other underserved areas; open to additional locations if identified
Media and Communications - Andy Krauss:
· Will distribute voucher waiting list information via Baltimore County mailing lists and newsletters
· Inviting press to May 27th MIH event; media outreach to begin Tuesday before event
· Planning to invite local and regional press outlets
· Recent media coverage: Hartford County Mother's Day feature on Channel 13
· Upcoming: Team member celebration by Arc Maryland
6.) Next Meeting: Monday July 27th at 3pm
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